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The In ter na tional Stra te gic Stud ies As so ci a tion (ISSA) has at tested that the elec tions in
Uzbekistan on De cem ber 22, 2019, were free, fair, and le git i mately rep re sen ta tive of the will 
of the elec tor ate. The elec tions rep re sented a mile stone in the ex er cise of dem o cratic au -
thor ity not only for the vot ers of Uzbekistan, but for the in ter na tional com mu nity as a
whole. They were con ducted peace fully, and without significant procedural protest.

ISSA was pleased to be in vited to ob serve the De cem ber 22, 2019, elec tions for the 150 seats
of dep u ties for the Re pub lic of Uzbekistan’s Leg is la tive Cham ber (lower house) of the Oliy
Majlis (Par lia ment), and the elec tions for dep u ties of re gional, dis trict, and city kengashes
(coun cils) through out the 12 re gions, the Re pub lic of Karakalpakstan, and Tashkent city.

Be gin ning well be fore the elec tion day, we ob served a wide ar ray of vot ing sta tions and elec -
toral com mis sions from the Fergana re gion in the east of Uzbekistan to ar eas in
Karakalpakstan in the north-west, in clud ing the ar eas of re mote Karakalpakstan’s en vi ron -
men tally-chal lenged towns and cit ies around the Aral Sea re gion. In ev ery in stance in the
many poll ing and elec toral fa cil i ties vis ited we ob served a strong com mit ment to en sur ing a
vot ing en vi ron ment which al lowed for the free and un chal lenged abil ity of vot ers to cast
their votes without being subject to any influence. 

Elec toral rolls were pre pared and avail able well in ad vance of elec tion day, and early vot ing
was avail able and used by vot ers when re quired. There was ev i dence a strong com mit ment
to en sur ing that elec toral rolls re al is ti cally mir rored the el i gi ble vot ers, in clud ing vot ers liv -
ing out side the coun try. Elec toral rolls were vis i ble in each vot ing sta tion and could face
scru tiny by the lo cal pop u la tion, who had the abil ity to ques tion whether de ceased or
fraudulent names were present.

The to tal com mit ment of vol un teers from the elec tor ates to pre par ing and man ning elec tion 
fa cil i ties and vot ing sta tions, as well as the abil ity of those lo cal of fi cials and Mahalla
(grass roots or ga ni za tion) rep re sen ta tives to un der tak ing vote count ing post-elec tion un der
scru tiny from of fi cials from each of the five po lit i cal par ties, as well as from mon i tors from
in ter na tional and other ob server teams, en sured that the pro cess was as free as pos si ble
from potential distortion or manipulation.
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How ever, the great est guar an tor of the suc cess and free ex er cise of elec toral au thor ity by
Uzbekistan vot ers was the own er ship which the Uzkek pop u la tion took of the elec toral pro -
cess. The Gov ern ment of Pres. Shavkat Mirziyayev has, since De cem ber 2016, un der taken a
se ries of steps since tak ing of fice to lib er al ize and open the po lit i cal pro cess. As a re sult,
there was very broad en thu si asm within the elec tor ate for the elec toral pro cess, and the
elec tion was seen by vot ers as a mark of a “new Uzbekistan”, re gard less of which party
gained con trol of the leg is la tive cham bers. As a re sult, the ex plo ra tion by the can di dates
from the five par ties of the pro cess of de bate be gan to show real dif fer ences in pol icy pro pos -
als de bated in ad vance of the elec tion in an atmosphere which was civil and without
intimidation.

It was im por tant that Pres. Mirziyayev him self stayed away from the coun try on of fi cial vis -
its in the days be fore the elec tion so that there could be no sug ges tion of him vis i bly at -
tempt ing to sway the di rec tion of vot ers. Even so, his Gov ern ment had en sured that the
elec tions them selves were well pub li cized to en cour age the broad est possible voter turnout.

ISSA has ob served many elec tions in re cent years, and can say that the elec tions in Uz bek-
istan were among the most trans par ent and free of any elec tions our or ga ni za tion has ob -
served. It is worth not ing that this ob ser va tion was able to be made when ISSA, by com par i -
son, had ob served, and strongly crit i cized, a num ber of elec tions held else where in the
world dur ing 2019. The De cem ber 22, 2019, elec toral pro gram in Uzbekistan was the re sult
of wide spread de bate among the com mu nity and showed a pos i tive evo lu tion from elec -
tions held in the Re pub lic since it gained in de pend ence from the USSR in 1991. It also dem -
on strated a com mit ment by the Gov ern ment of Uzbekistan to learn ing from the elec toral
ex pe ri ences of other coun tries, and in cluded the cre ation of leg is la tive and le gal pro cesses
and an elec tion court to en sure that any voting disputes could be handled impartially and
rapidly.

The de lib er a tive pro cess of shap ing and con duct ing the elec tions in Uzbekistan seems likely
to re sult in the elec tion of a Par lia ment which will have con sid er able trust, re spect, and
pres tige earned from the Uz bek pub lic and for eign ob serv ers. This will, in turn, pro vide the
in ter na tional com mu nity, in clud ing the global in vest ment com mu nity, with an Uzbekistan
Gov ern ment which is trusted by its elec tor ate to be an swer able to the vot ers. It will also cre -
ate a cli mate in which Uzbekistan can play an in creas ingly sig nif i cant lead er ship role in the
crit i cal geopolitical and eco nomic space of Cen tral Asia.

Signed:

Greg ory R. Cop ley, AM, GCHT*, FRCGS, FSS, FRSN

Pres i dent, The In ter na tional Stra te gic Stud ies As so ci a tion

De cem ber 22, 2019
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