
A New Center Created to Study the Lessons of 
Monarchies, Traditional Governance, and Sovereignty

T
he In ter na tional Stra te gic Stud ies Associatio (ISSA), the Wash -
ing ton, DC-based global inter-gov ern men tal body, on July 1,
2016, an nounced the cre ation of a new, ded i cated cen ter to study
the im pact, phi los o phies, and les sons to be de rived from var i ous

forms of mo nar chi cal gov er nance, tra di tional forms of gov er nance
re lated to spe cific so ci et ies, and the ques tion of sov er eignty and the
na tion and na tion-state.

In an nounc ing the new body — to 
be known as The Cen ter for the
Study of Mon ar chy, Tra di tional
Gov er nance, and Sov er eignty —
the Ex ec u tive Di rec tor of ISSA,
Mrs Pamela von Gruber, ac knowl -
edged that its for ma tion had been
made pos si ble by sup -
port and en cour age -
ment by the for mer Ira -
nian For eign Min is ter,
Amb. Ardeshir Zahedi,
who was named as one
of two hon or ary Pa -
trons of the Cen ter. The 
other would be His Im -
pe rial High ness Prince Er-
mias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Se-
lassie, the Pres i dent of the
Crown Coun cil of Ethi o pia.

The Cen ter would be based,
at least ini tially, in the ISSA
fa cil i ties in Al ex an dria, Vir -
ginia, in the Wash ing ton, DC,
area of the United States. Both Pa -
trons of the Cen ter have been hon -
ored by the award of the ISSA Star
for Out stand ing Con tri bu tions to
Stra te gic Prog ress, and have con tin -
ued to take an in ter est in the work of 
the body. Prince Ermias is a Se nior
Fel low of the ISSA Col lege of Fel -
lows, and will be ac tive in the new
Center.

Mrs von Gruber noted: “Amb.
Zahedi, through his life time com -
mit ment to di plo macy, as well as
his writ ings on Ira nian his tory and
Ira nian in ter na tional dip lo matic
links, has taken gen er ous steps to
help ISSA in its mis sion. Now, we
wish to per pet u ate the work which
he, and his late fa ther and for mer
Ira nian Prime Min is ter, Gen. Faz-
lollah Zahedi, did to demonstrate
the ef fec tive ness of gov ernance

which is his torically rooted in the
so ci ety from which it springs.”

ISSA Pres i dent Gregory Cop ley,
who will ini tially head the Cen ter,
noted: “Good gov er nance re flects
deep and in trin sic bonds be tween
leadership and the iden tity and cul -
ture of the so ci ety which cre ates its

in sti tu tions. There is
no ‘one-size-fits-all’
form of gov er nance,
and no ide ol ogy which
does not need to be
mod i fied to suit the
his tor i cal and cul tural
needs of the so ci ety it

en ters. Mon ar chies and other
tra di tional forms of gov er -
nance of ten work be cause they 
are or gan i cally part of the so -
ci eties which cre ate them.”

“Sov er eignty of so ci et ies,
na tions, and na tion-states be -
comes vi a ble when there is a

clear link of peo ple with ge og ra phy
and iden tity, lead ing to com mon
pur pose, ef fi cien cies of cul ture and
lan guage, and the abil ity to take on
civilizational meth ods. We have, in
the mod ern world, es sen tially seen
‘civ i li za tion’ come to mean a for -
mu laic ap pli ca tion of ide ol ogy and
evolved prac tice which has dis -
torted the nat u ral evo lu tion of or -
ganic de moc racy. This has led to
the cre ation in most mod ern states
of a ‘po lit i cal class’ which has lost
some of its iden tity with so ci ety as a 
whole.”

“There are some 60 na tion-states, 
many of them ma jor states, which
pres ently have mo nar chi cal gov er -
nance, and there are thou sands of
sub-na tional mon ar chs and tra di -
tional lead ers who give iden tity,
sta bil ity, and pur pose to their so-

cieties.”
“It is to be the work of the Cen ter

to learn from his tory how to better
achieve sta ble and peace ful pros -
per ity, to be able to weather ad ver -
sity, and be able to in no vate. We ig -
nore at our peril the crit i cal rôle of
con ti nu ity which tra di tional rites
and suc ces sion give to sta bil ity and
prog ress,” Cop ley said.

ISSA has al most five de cades of
his tory in gath er ing and pub lish ing
orig i nal re search and in tel li gence
on stra te gic pol icy and lead er ship,
and will use this ca pac ity to fo cus
on the les sons and op tions pro vided
by mo nar chi cal and other forms of
tra di tional, or nat u ral, gov er nance.
ISSA pub lishes the De fense & For -
eign Af fairs jour nals and re ports for
use by se nior gov ern ment of fi cials
world wide. It also con ducts sem i -
nars and con fer ences for that au di -
ence, and has al ready planned a
con fer ence for late 2016 on The
Rôle of Mon ar chies and Tra di -
tional Gov er nance Struc tures in
Sus tain ing and En hanc ing Sov er -
eignty and Se cu rity. That is ex -
pected to take place in Wash ing ton,
DC.

Gov ern ments with mon ar chies,
or with tra di tional lead er ships em -
bed ded within their so ci et ies, are
en cour aged to par tic i pate in the ac -
tiv i ties of the Cen ter. The Cen ter
wel comes sup port from pri vate and
pub lic part ners to pro vide ar chi val
ma te ri als and fi nan cial par tic i pa -
tion to en sure the ef fec tive ness of
its work.  H
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