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Strategic Symbolism in an Era
of Resurgent Identity Politics
A look at the example of how Ethiopia’s search for cohesiveness and growth reaches, of
necessity, into its historical identity

G        post-Cold War
pe riod have led to the vi ti a tion of sov er eignty for
most na tion-states, with the in ev i ta ble whip lash re ac -
tion of so ci et ies which seek to find, and as sert, their

his tor i cal sense of iden tity. Many seek iden tity se cu rity, the
ba sis of the iden tity pol i tics phe nom e non which is chal -
leng ing glob al ism.

This is an ex am ple of the his -
tor i cal pendular ac tion in hu man 
geopolitical his tory which has
been ev i dent for thou sands of
years. And yet, with this first real
chal lenge to the 21st Cen tury
glob al ists, it is be ing viewed with
per plex ity. 

It has been two de cades
since I wrote the book,
Ethi o pia Reaches Her Hand
Unto God: Im pe rial Ethi o -
pia’s Unique Sym bols,
Structures, and Rôle in the
Mod ern World2, with the
pro found as sis tance of His
Im pe rial High ness Prince
Ermias Sahle-Selassie
Haile-Selassie, Pres i dent of
the Crown Coun cil of Ethi -
o pia. It is re mark able that
in ter est in the book has grown with
the years, rather than di min ished.
The book con tin ues to sell.

Part of this is be cause we are wit -
ness ing a strong re sur gence in the
unique iden tity of Ethi o pia and

Ethi o pi ans. This is not just be cause
Ethi o pia is fi nally re cov er ing from
the cul tural dev as ta tion of the coup
of 1974. It is also re lated to the fact
that the trans form ing global so cial
en vi ron ment is forc ing many peo -
ple around the world to be come

con scious of their core iden ti ties. 
We are, as noted, en ter ing a pe -

riod glob ally of “iden tity pol i tics”; a
time when peo ple yearn to un der -
stand why they are who they are;
why they are spe cial; and what their

spe cial re la tion ship is with their ge -
og ra phy. This in tro spec tion is nei -
ther ac ci den tal nor co in ci den tal: it
is a di rect re sponse to the threat felt
to their iden ti ties by many peo ple in 
the face of the glob al ism ide ol ogy
which stressed the ir rel e vance of
bor ders and na tions. Bear in mind
that this is quite sep a rate from the
mech a nisms of the glob al iza tion of
com mu ni ca tions and trade, al -
though these have helped fos ter the
glob al ism phi los o phy, which is es -
sen tially an ur ban phe nom e non in a 
world which is in creas ingly ur ban -
iz ing and in creas ingly ma te ri al is tic.

Iden tity is both vis ceral and 
psy cho log i cal. It is the tool
which builds the frame of
logic in in di vid u als and in so -
ci et ies. It gives a sense of
self-worth, pur pose, and le -
git i macy, as well as a sense of
com pre hen sion as to how
peo ple fit into their par tic u lar 
geo graphic sur round ings,
with un der stand ings of the
sea sons, and what sur vival
de mands of them, in di vid u -
ally and in a ge netic sense. It
gives group co he sion, and

pro duc tiv ity. 
I have de scribed this as a “terroir

re la tion ship”: the link age be tween
peo ple and their par tic u lar ge og ra -
phy. Of course ur ban so ci et ies de -
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Emperor Haile Selassie I at his iconic League of Nations speech in 1936.
As he left the podium, he said: “Today it is us; tomorrow it is you.”

1 This report was based on a talk given by the author to the US Library of Congress Hebraic Section of the African and Middle Eastern
Division, in Washington, DC, on May 11, 2017.

2 Copley, Gregory R.: Ethiopia Reaches Her Hand Unto God: Imperial Ethiopia’s Unique Symbols, Structures, and Rôle in the Modern World.
Foreword by His Imperial Highness Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selssie. Alexandria, Virginia, 1998: The International Strategic
Studies Association.



velop their own “terroir re la tion -
ship” with their con crete geog-
raphy, and the ur ban sense of geo -
pol i tics has driven much of the
glob al ist phi los o phy against the
clas si cal — or Westphalianist —
sense of na tion hood and na tional
iden tity.3

Ethi o pia still has one of the lower
rates of ur ban iza tion in the world:
some 17.3 per cent of the pop u la tion 
was ur ban ized as of 2015, one of the
low est rates in the world and well
be low sub-Sa ha ran Af rica’s av er age
of 37 per cent. But ur ban iza tion was
grow ing in the coun try, pos si bly at
an es ti mated 5.4 per cent a year.4 

For most Ethi o pi ans, their sense
of iden tity was rooted in a spe cial-
ness re lated to the con vic tion that
they were cho sen by God, fa vored
by God; that God had a spe cial com -
mit ment to their wel fare. This be lief 
had more than three mil len nia of
evo lu tion, based on the un ion be -
tween King Sol o mon and Queen
Makeda of Saba. And the be lief sys -
tem came into a civ i li za tion which,
in bib li cal times, was al ready deeply
es tab lished among the Cushi tic
Peo ples. The un ion of King Sol o -

mon and Queen Makeda in tro -
duced the Sec ond Zion as a Jew -
ish-dom i nated state, which ultim-
ately be gan trans for ma tion to a
Chris tian-dom i nated state in the
Fourth Cen tury AD. 

[It is im por tant to note that Ethi -
o pia also has a spe cial re la tion ship
with Is lam. The Prophet Mo ham -
med, hav ing sent his fam ily and fol -
low ers to safety in Ethi o pia from
Mecca, be stowed a spe cial sig nif i -
cance on Ethi o pia as a place for the
co ex is tence of peo ple of dif fer ent
faiths, but shar ing na tional iden -
tity.]

The tran si tion from a Jew ish-
dom i nated so ci ety to a Chris tian-
dom i nated so ci ety did not di min ish 
the power of the Solomonic im ag -
ery to help sus tain the Ethi o pian
sense of unique ness. If any thing, the 
later in tro duc tion of West ern ized
ed u ca tion to Ethi o pia, com pound -
ing dur ing the 20th Cen tury pe riod
of Em peror Haile Selassie and
opening still fur ther dur ing the re -
pub li can years, has only served to
broaden the Ethi o pian sense of
specialness, given that it now also
em braces not just the pre-Solom-

onic Cushite civ i li za tions, but also
the or i gins of mod ern man kind in
the Rift Val ley with the find ing of
the skel e tal re mains of Australopi-
thecus afarensis.

But my brief to day was to dis cuss
is sues of symbology re lat ing to Im -
pe rial Ethi o pia’s sym bols, struc -
tures, and rôle in the mod ern world. 
And that, es sen tially, fo cuses to a
large ex tent on the im pact in side
Ethi o pia and on the out side world
of what be came the iconic Solo-
monic crown and its rit u als and hi -
er ar chies. Cer tainly, the post-coup
pe riod in Ethi o pia — that is, since
1974 — finds the coun try and its
peo ple in an en tirely new global
stra te gic con text. Noth ing ever re -
turns to the way it was, which is why 
the po tency of the Solomonic im ag -
ery is sig nif i cant in that it con tin ues
to gal va nize thought even though
the Ethi o pian so ci ety and the global
con text have be come more com -
plex, and the in tel lec tual of fer ings
have chal lenged tra di tional re li -
gions and be liefs, par tic u larly with
ur ban-centric and more ma te ri al is -
tic logic.

But let me re it er ate that as the
world broad ens — not just for Ethi -
o pi ans but for ev ery one — there is a 
ten dency to see a re ac tive search for
core iden tity. It is a search for ho ri -
zons, pur pose, and unique ness.

This sense of self-be lief, sus tained 
by the pres ence of an iconic blood -
line — the Solomonic blood line —
in the face of all other ad ver sity in
Ethi o pia over more than three mil -
len nia, was re spon si ble for cre at ing
and sus tain ing a civilizational mod- 
el. 

This civ i li za tion, while not weal-
thy by world stan dards, pro vides a
unique per spec tive on the en tire
ques tion of the sur vival of so cial
iden tity. Ethi o pia’s spe cial iden tity
and mis sion was com mit ted to writ -
ing as the na tional saga of the Ethi-
opic peo ples in the form of the
Kebre Negast (the Glory of Kings),
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Some of the stelæ of Axum, an ancient seat of the Solomonic line, and home to St. Mary’s Church,
which houses what is claimed to be the original Ark of the Covenant.

3 See Copley, Gregory R.: UnCivilization: Urban Geopolitics in a Time of Chaos. Alexandria, Virginia, 2012: The International Strategic
Studies Association.

4 See, for example, Ethiopia Urbanization Review: Urban Institutions for a Middle-Income Ethiopia. Washington, DC, 2015: The World Bank
Group.



pos si bly in the Sixth Cen tury AD.5

This served to el e vate the spe cial-
ness of the peo ple even fur ther, sus -
tain ing them through great hard -
ships.

Lit tle won der that the pe ri ods
when Ethi o pi ans were sep a rated
from their iconic sense of spe cial-
ness — per haps dur ing the non-
Solomonic Zagwe Dy nasty  be tween 
the 10th and 13th cen tu ries, or dur -
ing the frac tured pe riod of the Ze-
mene Mesafint (the “Era of Princes
and Judges”) from 1769 to 1855 —
they lost some of their sense of pur -
pose. And lit tle won der, too, then,
that when Em peror Tewedros be -
gan the mod ern Solomonic pe riod
in 1855, the coun try re gained some
con scious ness of its his tor i cal sense
of mis sion.

Em peror Tewedros’ suc ces sor,
Johannes IV, in par tic u lar, be gan
build ing on the icono graphic foun -
da tion laid by the mys ti cal power of
the Kebre Negast and the ac com pa -
ny ing per va sive re li gious au thor ity
of the Or tho dox Church. He, and
par tic u larly Em peror Menelik II,
be gan build ing struc tures of au -
thor ity around the Solomonic line,
us ing sym bols of the Crown’s au -
thor ity to build the mys ti cal con -
nec tion be tween the Throne and
the var i ous peo ples of the Ethi o pian 
Em pire. 

It is pos si ble that this be gan the
most sig nif i cant use of the sym bols
of au thor ity of the Crown since the
great to temic con struc tions of
Axum, such as the famed stelæ, in
the first mil len nium of the mod ern
era.

The fact that Em peror Menelik so 
suc cess fully routed the Ital ian in va -
sion of Ethi o pia at the Bat tle of
Adwa on March 1-2, 1896 (Yekatit
22-23, 1889, in the Ethi o pian calen-
dar), was it self a ral ly ing point for
Solomonic and Ethi o pian pres tige.
It was this event — in which the
Em peror’s wife, Em press Taitu,
played a rôle which was rem i nis cent 

of the pow er ful and iconic Queen of 
Sheba — which started the chain of
events which played out in bring ing
to an end the Eu ro pean co lo nial ex -
pan sion in Af rica. It was Em peror
Menelik’s enor mous vic tory — the
first such vic tory by an Af ri can state
against a mod ern Eu ro pean power
— which gave Ethi o pia the pres tige
and lead er ship to cre ate the pan-Af -
ri can con cepts; to even tu ally be the
bea con of in de pend ence for the Af -
ri can col o nies. It is ab so lutely clear
that Em peror Menelik’s vic tory ul -
ti mately en abled Em peror Haile
Selassie I in 1963 to cre ate and host
the Or ga ni za tion for Af ri can Unity
(OAU), now the Af ri can Un ion, in
the post-co lo nial pe riod.

In deed, no-one honed this use of
sym bols and in tri cate so cial hi er ar -
chy more than Em peror Haile
Selassie, when he came to full Im pe -
rial power in 1930. Such was the
pres tige and au thor ity of the Em -
peror and Ethi o pia by late 1935,
when the Ital ians again in vaded the
coun try, that it was the Em peror’s
scald ing words to the League of Na -
tions which ended in ter na tional hy -
poc risy over It aly’s bla tant mis-use
of arms. The League of Na tions, in
fact, was fin ished be cause it was so
ex posed as hol low by the Em peror’s
glob ally-rec og nized ad dress in June
1936. But this was to be fol lowed by
the fact that Ethi o pia, with Brit ish
as sis tance, achieved the first al lied
vic tory of World War II, when it
drove the oc cu py ing Ital ians from
the coun try in 1941. Ethi o pi ans re -
cov ered, re-grouped, and re-as -
serted their Solomonic iden tity af -
ter that five-year in ter reg num in the 
dy nasty. 

From that point for ward, the Em -
peror be lieved fer vently in the phi -
los o phy of col lec tive se cu rity, com -
mit ting Ethi o pian troops — par-
ticularly the Im pe rial Guard — to
the United Na tions force in the Ko -
rean War. The Ethi o pi ans’ her o ism
and pro fes sion al ism was greatly

praised and dec o rated by the US.
Em peror Haile Selassie’s enor -

mous in ter na tional stat ure had a
pro found and last ing im pact on the
world. The emerg ing black na tion -
al ist and pan-Africanist move ments 
in the Amer i cas, led by Ja maica’s
Marcus Garvey, saw in Em peror
Haile Selassie a fig ure head and in -
spi ra tion which led to the cre ation
of the Rastafarian move ment. It was 
the Rastafarian re li gion which was
to play an im por tant rôle in sus tain -
ing the iconic im ag ery of the
Solomonic line af ter the coup of
1974. But it was the Em peror’s vis its 
to the United States, start ing in
1954 which were so in spi ra tional to
Af ri can-Amer i cans that they pro -
vided an im pe tus for the US civil
rights move ment which gath ered
pace from that point on wards. This
was ad dressed well in the 2011 book 
by The o dore Ves tal: The Lion of Ju -
dah in the New World: Em peror
Haile Selassie of Ethi o pia and the
Shap ing of Amer i cans’ At ti tudes
To ward Af rica.6

Em peror Haile Selassie con -
sciously and fer vently be lieved in
the mis sion handed down to him
and in his re spon si bil ity to build
first the dig nity and sec ondly the ca -
pa bil ity of the Ethi o pian Peo ple.
And to do this he stressed the mys ti -
cism of the his tor i cal au thor ity of
the Solomonic blood line — which
he cod i fied into the 1955 Con sti tu -
tion’s stip u la tion on suc ces sion to
the Throne — and in the re spect he
gave to the pres tige of the au thor ity
of the re gional and na tional hi er ar -
chies and of fices, and to the im por -
tance of Ethi o pia’s unique sys tem of 
ranks, ti tles, and hon ors.

This was not merely to give au -
thor ity to the Crown it self, or the
makwanent — the up per no bil ity — 
or the negusawi betasab, the royal or
im pe rial house hold; but to give ev -
ery one a sense of place within the
hi er ar chy of the so ci ety. To give
each per son a sense of pur pose and
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5 See, particularly, Tiruneh, Gizachew: The Rise and Fall of the Solomonic Dynasty of Ethiopia. Los Angeles, California, 2015: TSEHAI
Publishers, Loyola-Marymount University.
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To ward Af rica. Santa Barbara, Cal i for nia, 2011: Praeger/ABL-CLiO.



dig nity. It is sig nif i cant that Em -
peror Haile Selassie si mul ta neously
em barked on an am bi tious, and al -
most hel ter-skel ter dash to ward
West ern ed u ca tion of as many Ethi -
o pi ans as pos si ble, per haps with out
un der stand ing that this in tro duced
a com pet i tive and less mys ti cal
thrust into Ethi o pian so ci ety. It in -
tro duced a ma te ri al ism which chal -
lenged the sto icism of the so ci ety,
and which de manded the sat is fac -
tion of de sires and am bi tions at a
pace which no emerg ing econ omy
could sat isfy.

There are many rea sons why this
fun da men tal con tra dic tion which
the Em peror in tro duced into Ethi o -
pian so ci ety led to the coup of 1974,
and the waste land cre ated by the
Dergue which seized power. Some
of this is ad dressed in Prince Asfa-
Wossen Asserate’s re veal ing book,
King of Kings7, in 2015, as well as in
Prof. Gizachew Tiruneh’s im por -
tant 2015 book, The Rise and Fall of
the Solomonic Dy nasty of Ethi o pia8.
But this clash of more than three-
mil len nia of mys ti cism, nur tured
and strength ened in iso la tion, and
the ma te ri al ism of the 20th Cen tury 
ex ter nal world which be came un -
avoid able with World War II, also
came to a head as the Em peror was
age ing and with out the suc ces sion
base he had spent his life try ing to
as sem ble for the tran si tion to the
next gen er a tion. It also came as the
great su per pow ers of the world —
the United States and the USSR —
were at a cru cial point in their own
ti tanic con fron ta tion.

The tech nol o gies of that con fron -
ta tion be tween the West and the So -
viet bloc also co in cided with the ex -
haus tion of the Em peror and the
ris ing de mands of so cial ex pec ta -
tions which the Em peror’s ed u ca -
tion, mod ern iza tion, and eman ci -
pa tion had set in train. The US, long 
a tacit guard ian of Ethi o pia in the
post-World War II era, had im -
proved its in tel li gence col lec tion ca -

pa bil i ties to the point where it no
lon ger felt that it needed the elec -
tronic in tel li gence sta tion at Kag-
new Sta tion, Asmara, in what is now 
Eritrea. While the US kept the sta -
tion func tion ing un til 1977, three
years af ter the coup against the Em -
peror, Wash ing ton had made it
clear that it was no lon ger in ter ested 
in be ing the stra te gic part ner of
Ethi o pia.

The USSR, on the other hand,
had long in vested in rad i cal iz ing the 
newly-ed u cated youth of Ethi o pia:
the youth who the Em peror had so
will ingly thrust into the ur ban
main stream of in ter na tional learn -
ing. The So viet COMINTERN —
the Com mu nist In ter na tional, the
cen ter of So viet psy cho log i cal op er -
a tions, at that time run by mas ter
psy cho log i cal war rior Boris Niko-
layevich Ponomarev — cre ated, in
Mos cow, a po lit i cal pro pa ganda
pub li ca tion to sub vert Ethi o pian
youth. The So vi ets named that pub -
li ca tion Keste Demena (the “Rain -
bow From God”). This was a
breathtak ing theft of a highly-re li -
gious and par tic u larly Ethi o pian
sym bology about the spe cial re la -
tion ship which God had with the
Ethi o pian Peo ple. In So viet hands,
it was just one more tool to take
Ethi o pia’s sense of specialness away
from it. And this whole So viet cam -
paign struck a chord at the same
time that Wash ing ton was ne glect -
ing the Em peror.

T,  , with
the coup of 1974, Ethi o pia 
seemed to have been
robbed of its iden tity and

pur pose. The coup-mas ters de -
stroyed — or seemed to de stroy
— in an in stant the 3,500 years of 
Solomonic iden tity, and, for the
next 43 years, it ap peared that
Ethi o pia had seen all ves tiges of
its specialness erased. 

They were just an other poor Af ri -
can coun try.

But it is now clear that this was
not to be.

There is now an un prec e dented
level of in ter est from Ethi o pi ans in -
side Ethi o pia, and in the di as pora,
as well as among in ter na tional
schol ars, as to why Ethi o pia was so
spe cial, and what Em peror Haile
Selassie did to raise its pro file, unity, 
and sense of pur pose. There is now
a grow ing ap pe tite among Ethi o pi -
ans that they must ei ther re gain that 
iden tity or re vert to very nar row,
eth nic, or lin guis tic group ings. It
seems that the trend fa vors the
search for a path back to that
Ethiopianness — which has a great
sense of per sonal and group iden tity 
— as well as in re-dis cov er ing in ter -
na tional pres tige, rather than the
dif fi cult and iso lat ing task of cre at -
ing new personæ around eth nic and 
lin guis tic sub-groups.

What is sig nif i cant is that con sid -
er able in ter est in the Ethi o pian
iden tity is be gin ning to resurge
among the Ethi o pian di as pora
which has be come a dis tinct group -
ing, vir tu ally en tirely within the ur -
ban ar eas of its host coun tries. We
see the yearn ing for an an cient iden -
tity com ing from di as pora peo ples
who have not been able to shake
that sense of sep a rate ness from their 
new host com mu ni ties. The ma tur -
ing of ex pa tri ate Ethi o pi ans, many
of whom had be come as so ci ated
with West ern val ues and ed u ca tion
dur ing the late Haile Selassie pe -
riod, to the point where they be gin
the search for their or i gins has be -
come pro found. Unsurprisingly,
for ex am ple, this has led to the fos -
ter ing of im por tant cen ters of en -
quiry into Ethi o pian his tory and
iden tity in West ern uni ver si ties,
and at such in sti tu tions as TSEHAI
Pub lish ers9, at Loyola-Marymount
Uni ver sity in Los An geles.

Thus, the flame of the Solomonic
line has been nur tured out side Ethi -
o pia dur ing the pe riod of the in ter -
reg num. In much the same way, the
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8 Rise and Fall, Op Cit.
9 http://www.tsehaicorp.com/



flame of Per sia’s Zo ro as ter has been
kept alive by ex pa tri ate Zo ro as trian
and Parsi com mu ni ties in their di -
as pora, largely in Can ada, while
Shi’a Ira nian dom i na tion of Iran
sup pressed the tra di tional Per sian
iden ti ties. 

What is sig nif i cant, too, is that
much of Ethi o pia’s iconic doc u -
men ta tion has been kept se cure,
out side the coun try, at such in sti tu -
tions as the US Li brary of Con gress.

And, for the time be ing, the very
Solomonic Crown of the Ethi o pian
Peo ples it self re sides — with the
Crown Coun cil — in ex ile in the di -
as pora. In deed, what has emerged
in the 43 years of the in ter reg num
since the coup against Em peror
Haile Selassie — and it is im por tant
to note that it was, in fact, a coup by
a small mil i tary group, and not a
pop u lar rev o lu tion — is that the di -
as pora of Ethi o pi ans caused by the
coup has be come glob ally vis i ble.
Con ser va tively, there are some
three-mil lion Ethi o pi ans liv ing out -
side Ethi o pia at pres ent10, com -
pared with only a hand ful of such
ex pa tri ates less than a cen tury ear -
lier. And ex pa tri ates con trib ute as
much as $4.7-bil lion in for eign ex -
change re mit tances each year into
the Ethi o pian econ omy.

The Ethi o pian di as pora rep re -
sents a very dis tinct new pro file of
the na tion in the in ter na tional con -
scious ness, but, equally, this group
is now ma tur ing and re flect ing on
what it means to be of Ethi o pian or -
i gin. It is nat u ral that some of the
eth nic di vi sions in such a di verse
so ci ety as Ethi o pia are be ing re -
flected within the di as pora. But
what has been in ter est ing is the fact
that Ethi o pia’s 60 or so eth nic
groups ap pear to have, in the di as -
pora, largely iden ti fied pri mar ily as
Ethi o pian, and only sec ond arily as
mem bers of the eth nic or lin guis tic
sub-groups.

Much of this “unity in ex ile” is
due to the over whelm ing im pact of
his tor i cal sym bols, in clud ing re li -
gion (al though not all Ethi o pi ans

are united be hind
the Ethi o pian Or -
tho dox Church) and 
lan guage, and by the
teach ings of the Keb- 
re Negast and the
Fetha Negast (the
Law of Kings), but
also in clud ing the
ico nog ra phy which
was so strongly pro -
moted by Em peror
Haile Selassie. 

The time is now
ripe, how ever, for
these vi tal el e ments
of Ethi o pia’s iden -
tity to be re-gath -
ered in Ethi o pia. We 
have re cently seen the cre ation in
Addis Ababa of the Meles Zenawi
Li brary, to honor the re cent and late 
Prime Min is ter. So it is fit ting that
the di as pora com mu nity and the
Crown Coun cil are now in ter ested
in the cre ation of a pres ti gious new
cen ter, the Haile Selassie I Li brary
and Con fer ence Cen ter, to be built
in Addis Ababa, as a lo ca tion where
the great learn ing and sym bols of
the Solomonic era can be brought
to gether. With the cre ation of such
an in sti tu tion, much of Ethi o pia’s
doc u men tary and phys i cal her i tage
could be brought home to the
coun try, and gath ered to gether
from pri vate col lec tions. The Cen -
ter could be a fo cus of re search and
learn ing on the les sons of the past
3,500 years, con trib ut ing to the
con tin u a tion of what is, es sen tially,
an un bro ken chain of Ethi o pian
his tory, to tally com pat i ble with its
evo lu tion, mod ern iza tion, and ris -
ing rôle in the world.

Such a li brary would ac tu ally fit
well into the mod ern state struc ture
of Ethi o pia, and has al ready re -
ceived pri vate en cour age ment from
var i ous gov ern men tal lead ers. 

There is good rea son for that sup -
port: the 3,500 year Solomonic his -
tory is the un bro ken life line of Ju-
deo-Chris tian civ i li za tion, even Ab- 
rahamic civ i li za tion, and it is the

her i tage of all Ethi o pi ans, in clud ing
the Gov ern ment of the Re pub lic of
Ethi o pia. But it is also the his tor i cal
blood line — the life line — of the
mod ern world as a whole, and as
such, the li brary could at tract sig -
nif i cant in ter na tional at ten tion.

This does not in any way pre clude 
dis cus sion of pre-Solomonic Ethi o -
pia or to day’s re pub li can Ethi o pia.
It is about rec og niz ing a to temic as -
pect of Ethi o pian iden tity and its re -
la tion ship with mod ern civ i li za tion.

What be came clear, as I be gan to
ex plore in that book we pub lished
in 1998, Ethi o pia Reaches Her Hand
Unto God: Im pe rial Ethi o pia’s Un-
ique Sym bols, Struc tures, and Rôle in
the Mod ern World, is that Ethi o pi -
ans have de vel oped a unique cul -
tural and civilizational po si tion
through out his tory. It is true that
this po si tion lost mo men tum,
briefly, dur ing the cur rent in ter reg -
num, but the sense of iden tity, built
around not only phys i cal ico nog ra -
phy but also around the mem ory of
Haile Selassie and his pre de ces sors,
is re turn ing at a sig nif i cant pace.

We are just at the be gin ning of
this re nais sance. How the Ethi o pian 
Peo ple and Gov ern ment use this re -
vival of his tor i cal iden tity could well 
be stra te gi cally im por tant. 

It could well de ter mine whether
Ethi o pia con trols its own des tiny;
even if it re mains intact.  H

-,         .

Emperor Haile Selassie I: Ultimately, the iconic sagas of identity come to
be embodied in the nature of their heroes.

10 The Ethiopian Herald, February 6, 2016. “New Era for the Ethiopian Diaspora”.


